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SKETCH 


Of  the  LIFE  of 


DUNCAN  L  I  D  D  E  L,  M.  D. 


DR  Duncan  Liddel,  fonof  John  Liddel  a  refpe&able  citizen  of 
Aberdeen,  was  bom  there  in  the  year  1561  *.  He  received  the  firft 
part  of  his  education  in  languages  and  philofophy  at  the  fchools  and 
univerfity  of  Aberdeen  *. 

1579.  About  the  age  of  eighteen,  Liddel  having  a  great  delire  to  vilit 
foreign  countries,  went  from  Scotland  to  Dantzic,  and  from  thence 
through  Poland  to  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  where  John  Craig,  afterwards 
firft  phyfician  to  James  the  VlthKing  of  Scots,  then  taught  logic  and  ma¬ 
thematics  3.  Here  Liddel,  doubtful  what  courfe  to  purfue,  and  defpairing 
of  his  future  fortune,  was  kindly  received  by  his  countryman  Craig,  who 
afforded  him  his  advice  and  affiftance  in  the  profecution  of  his  ftudies  :  an 
obligation  which  Liddel  gratefully  acknowleges  in  a  dedication  to  him  of 
the  firft  volume  of  his  medical  difputations  4.  He  was  thus  enabled  to 
continue  at  the  univerfity  of  Francfort  for  three  years,  where  he  applied 
himfelf  very  diligently  to  mathematics  and  philofophy,  under  Craig  and 
the  other  profeffors,  and  alfo  entered  upon  the  ftudy  of  phyfic  *• 

1582.  At  this  time,  Dr.  Craig  being  about  to  return  to  Scotland,  fent 
his  young  countryman  to  profecute  his  ftudies  at  Wratillaw  or  Brellaw 
in  Silefia,  recommending  him  to  the  care  of  that  celebrated  ftatefman 
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Andreas  Duditiiiusf.  During  his  refidence  in  this  univerfity,  Liddel  isfaid 
to  have  made  uncommon  progrefs  in  his  favourite  ftudy  of  mathematics, 
under  the  direction  of  a  very  eminent  profeffor,  Pauius  Wittichius  L 

1584.  Mr.  Liddel  having  ftudied  here  for  more  than  a  year,  returned 
to  Frankfort,  and  again  applied  himfelf  to  phyfic.  He  alfo  began  at  the 
fame  time  to  receive  pupils,  whom  he  inftrufted  in  various  branches  of 
mathematics  and  philofophy  7« 

1587.  Fie  now  remained  at  Frankfort  for  about  three  years,  when  a 
contagious  diftemper  having  broke  out  there,  and  difperfed  the  ftudents, 
he  retired  to  the  univerfity  of  Roftock,  where,  fays  Cafelius,  his  company 
was  moft  acceptable  to  all,  but  efpecially  to  Brucaeus  J,  and  myfelf,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  various  learning  which  the  young  man  pofTeffed, 
as  his  modefty  and  unwearied  afliduity  in  ftudying  and  teaching  8.  Here 
he  renewed  his  fludies  rather  as  a  companion  than  a  pupil  of  Brucaeu?, 
who  though  an  excellent  mathematician,  did  not  fcruple  to  confefs  that 
he  was  inftrufled  by  Mr.  Liddel  in  the  more  perfect  knowlege  of  the 
Copernican  fyftem,  and  other  aftronomical  queftions  9.  For  Cafelius  like- 
wife  obferves,  that  as  far  as  he  knows,  Mr.  Liddel  was  the  firfl  perfon 
in  Germany ,  who  explained  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies ,  according  to  the  three 
different  hypothefes  of  Ptolemy ,  Copernicus ,  and  Tycho  Brahe  IO, 

It  was  probably  during  Mr.  Liddel’s  refidence  at  Roftock,  that  he  firft; 
became  acquainted  with  the  Danifh  aftronomer,  who  had  formerly  ftudi* 
ed  in  this  univerfity,  and  afterwards  maintained  a  frequent  correfpondence 
with  Brucasus  ax.  For  that  Liddel  was  well  known  to  this  illuftrious 

perfon, 

4  As  fome  readers  may  be  ignorant  who  Dudithius  was,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that 
he  was  a  bilhop  of  the  Romifh  church,  and  ambafiador  from  the  emperor  to  the  council  of  Trent : 
that  he  afterwards  embraced  the  proteftant  religion,  and  at  length  became  one  of  the  feft  of  Soci- 
nus.  He  died  in  1 5  *9*  . 

f  A  Scotfman  might  naturally  enough  imagine  that  Brucms  was  Bruce  latinized,  and  thence 
claim  an  intereft  in  this  profeffor  as  his  countryman.  He  was  however  a  native  of  Aloft  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  is  celebrated  by  his  contemporaries  as  an  eminent  phyfician  and  philofopher.  Having 
£rft  read  lectures  at  Paris  and  Rome,  he  finally  fettled  at  Roftock,  where  he  died  1 593. 
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perfon,  and  paid  him  feveral  vifits  in  the  courfe  of  his  journeys  to  Scot¬ 
land,  appears  from  various  authorities  to  be  unqueftionable 

In  this  univerfity,  Mr,  Liddel  had  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  m af¬ 
ter  of  philofophy,  which  probably  is  the  fame  with  what  is  now  called 
mailer  of  arts I3. 

1590,  About  this  time,  having  greatly  improved  himfelf  at  Roflock  in 
the  fludies  of  medicine  andmathematics,  he  returned  once  more  to  Frank¬ 
fort,  at  the  requell  of  two  Livonian  young  men  of  quality,  who  were 
probably  his  pupils  j"  But  having  there  heard  of  the  increafing  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Academia  Julia  ellabSilhed  at  Helmlladt  in  1576  by  Hen¬ 
ry  Julius  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  Mr,  Liddel  and  his  companions  foon  re¬ 
moved  thither.  His  friend  Cafelius  alfo,  after  having  taught  philofo¬ 
phy  for  twenty  five  years  at  Rollock,  was  now  fettled  there,  having  been 
invited  by  duke  Julius  to  the  fame  chair  in  his  new  univerfity.  This  was 
an  additional  motive  for  Mr,  Liddel’s  journey  to  Helmlladt,  where  he  no 
fooner  arrived, than  he  waited  upon  Cafelius,  with  whom  from  that  time 
he  became  very  intimate,  having  lodged  in  his  houfe  for  feveral  years  I6. 

1^91.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  firffc  or  lower  profelforlhip  of  ma¬ 
thematics  becoming  vacant,  by  the  removal  of  Parcovius  to  the  faculty 
of  medicine  §,  Mr  Liddel  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  appointed  to  it, 
chiefly  by  the  recommendation  of  Cafelius,  and  Henry  Grunefeldt  an 
eminent  lawyer  17 . 

1594.  Having  taught  with  much  reputation  in  this  lower  depart¬ 
ment,  (upon  the  death  of  Erhardus  Hoffman)  Mr  Liddel  now  fucceecled 
to  the  fecond  and  more  dignified  mathematical  chair,  which  according  to 
thetellimony  of  many  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries,  he  occupi¬ 
ed 

4  It  is  probably  to  thefe  young  Livonians  that  Liddel  dedicates  his  Thefts,  upon  obtaining  the 
•degree  of  M.  D.  at  Helmlladt  in  1596.  He  calls  them  John  JS  Magnus  a  No/den,  brothers, 
knights  of  Livonia,  the  elder  engaged  in  civil  purfuits  at  home,  the  younger  then  fighting  in  the 
imperial  army  again!!  the  Turks. 

§  In  this  univerfity  there  are  four  faculties,  law,  divinity,  phyfic,  and  philofophy.  The  pro- 
fellers,  when  admitted  into  any  of  thefe  faculties,  are  termed  ordinarii ,  before  fuch  adnaillioil 
csilvaordinarii ,  and  they  who  belonging  to  a  particular  faculty,  give  public  le&ures,  jpullku 
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ed  for  nine  years,  with  much  credit  to  himfelf  and  to  the  Julian  academy. 
18  During  this  period,  he  gave  repeated  courfes  of  lectures  on  geome¬ 
try,  aftronomy,  and  univerfal  geography  ;  inftrufting  his  pupils  in  the 
whole  circle  of  mathematical  fcience,  and  particularly  in  the  new  theories 
of  the  planetary  fyftem,  which  untill  his  time  were  very  imperfedly  un¬ 
de  rllood  or  taught  in  that  country  19 .  f 

1 596.  He  obtained  the  degree  of  M.  D.  was  admitted  a  member  of  that 
faculty,  and  began  publicly  to  teach  phyfic.  Nor  was  he  lefs  diftin- 
guiffied  in  this  new  profeffion  than  he  had  been  in  the  former.  Cafelius 
obferves,  “  ut  cum  fe  nemini  collegarum  praferret ,  nemini  tamen  in  hac  dignitate 
feinferiorem  gejferit ”  io.  It  is  farther  faid  of  him,  that  by  his  teaching  and 
writings,  he  was  the  chief  fupport  of  the  medical  fchool  at  Helmftadt, 
was  employed  as  firft  phyfician  at  the  court  of  Brunfwick,  and  had  much 
practice  among  the  principal  families  of  that  country  **• 

1599.  He  was  chofen  dean  of  the  faculty  of  philofophy,  and  while  he 
held  this  honourable  office,  he  is  faid  to  have  conferred  the  degrees 
of  matter  of  arts  and  do&or  of  philofophy,  upon  twenty  pupils,  fome  of 
whom  became  afterwards  very  eminent ;  particularly  Jo.  Nendorfius  of 
Goflar,  and  Henn.  Arnifeus  and  Joan.Wolfius,  both  celebrated  profeffiors 

of  medicine  **. 

1603.  Altho’  Dr  Liddel  had  been  admitted  into  the  faculty  of  phyfic 
in  1 596,  and  had  from  that  time  publicly  taught  in  this  faculty,  yet  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  lectures  in  mathematics  until  the  prefent  year,  when  he 
refigned  that  chair,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Henr.  Schaperus  a3. 

1604.  Having  been  feveral  times  elected  dean  of  the  faculties  both 
of  philofophy  and  phyfic,  he  had  the  honour  this  year  of  being  chofen 
pro-reftor  of  the  univerfity  a4. 

1607.  But  neither  academical  honours,  nor  the  profits  of  an  extenfive 

practice  abroad  could  make  Dr.  Liddel  forget  his  native  country.  Hav¬ 
ing 

4  pJJs  title  then  was,  as  appears  from  his  public  difputations  D.  Liddelius  Scotus  malhematum 

Pufeffor  primanus”) — or— fuperiorum  mathemaium  Proffjoi  ~~to  vvhich  he  afterwards  added^-"? 

«  M.  D.ftj  Medkinte  ProfeJJor  Publicus. 
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ing  already  made  feveral  journeys  to  Britain  during  his  refidence  at 
Helmlladt,  he  now  determined  to  retire  thither  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  2S.  Accordingly  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  he  took  a  final  leave 
of  the  Academia  Julia ,  and  after  travelling  for  fome  time  thro’  Germany 
and  Italy,  he  at  length  fettled  in  Scotland  j~  2S. 

Several  reafons  may  have  induced  him  to  retire  thus  early  from  public 
life.  Cafelius  afcribes  it  in  part  to  the  follicitations  of  his  friend  Dr  John 
Craig,  but  chiefly  to  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  univerlity  ;  for  fuch  were 
the  troubles  in  Germany  during  the  former  year,  that  many  ftudents  un¬ 
willingly  left  it,  and  among  others  a  nephew  of  Craig’s,  under  the  tuition 
of  Liddel,  who  on  that  occafion  was  fent  by  him  to  Padua  27 .  Cafelius 
fays  farther,  that  Dr.  Liddel  went  away  without  the  permiflion  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  that  had  he  been  informed  of  his  intention,  he 
would  not  probably  have  allowed  fuch  a  valuable  member  of  his  favou¬ 
rite  academy  to  have  left  it  23. 

1612.  Where  Dr.  Liddel Tefided,  or  how  he  was  employed  during 
thefe  few  years  after  his  return  from  Germany,  no  information  can 
now  be  obtained,  only  that  he  was  occafionally  at  Edinburgh,  and  pro¬ 
bably  lived  chiefly  at  Aberdeen,  among  his  relations.  On  the  12th  of 
July  in  this  year  he  was  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  fubfcribed  his  firfl  deed 
of  fettlement  of  that  date,  by  which  he  bellows  certain  lands  purchafed 
by  him  near  Aberdeen,  upon  the  univerfity  there,  in  all  time  coming,  for 
the  education  and  fupport  of  fix  poor  fcholars.  Among  a  variety  of 
regulations  and  injun&ions  for  the  management  of  this  charity,  he  ap¬ 
points  the  magiftrates  of  Aberdeen  his  truftees,  and  folemnly  denounces 
the  curfe  of  God  againft  any  perfon  who  fhall  abufe  or  mifapply  it  *9. 

1613,  Upon  the  ninth  of  December  in  this  year,  he  executed  at  Aber¬ 
deen  another  deed  of  fettlement,  by  which  he  confirms  his  former  do¬ 
nation,  and  farther  bequeaths  to  the  Marifchal  College,  for  the  endow- 

B  ment 

J;  In  the  dedication  of  his  Ars  Medica  to  king  James,  he  himfelf  fays,  “  me  quoque  in  pcitriam 
redeuntem  post  exactos  annos  fere  octo  et  viginti  in  exterorum  regicnurn  acadenilis- - -pr'l- 
mum  in  aids  Germania, pojlremo  in  Academia  Julia,  annis  nunc  decem  et  septem,” 
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meat  of  a  profefTorftiip  of  mathematics,  the  fum  of  6000  merks,  which 
having  been  afterwards  judicioufly  laid  out,  by  the  magiftrates  his  truftees, 
in  the  purchafe  of  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  now  produces  a  very  con- 
liderable  falary  to  that  profeffor.  He  alfo  bequeaths  his  whole  collection 
of  books  and  mathematical  inftruments  to  the  fame  college,  directing  a 
final  1  fum  to  be  expended  annually  in  adding  to  the  collection,  and  ano- 
m  FCoikie  ^ier  t0  diftributed  among  the  poor  3°. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  laft  aCt  of  Dr  Liddel’s  life,  and  was 
probably  executed  by  him  while  on  his  death-bed,  for  he  therein  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  deed  fhould  be  more  formally  extended,  “  thir  prcfents 
being  made  upon  a  fuddeniy and  he  died  eight  days  after,  December  the 
17th,  in  the  fifty  fecond  year  of  his  age.  His  body  was  buried  in  the 
weft  church  of  Aberdeen,  formerly  called  St.  Nicholas’  or  the  old  church, 
where  the  magiftrates  placed  in  memory  of  him  a  large  tablet  of  brafs,  J 
upon  which  is  engraved  a  figure  of  the  deceafed  in  his  profeffor’s  gown 
and  cap,  furrounded  by  books  and  inftruments,  and  accompanied  with  a 
fuitable  infcription  f.  They  alfo  ereCted  a  pillar  upon  the  lands  left  by 
him  to  the  College,  bearing  a  modeft  infcription  dictated  by  himfelf  in 
his  firft  fettlement.  * 

Dr 

X  It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  anno  1622,  that  this  plate  was  execut¬ 
ed  at  Antwerp,  and  that  the  expence  of  engraving,  bringing  over,  and  placing  it  in  the  Church, 
amounted  to  £.  933*  6.  8.  Scots.  From  this  plate  the  Head  of  the  Dodor  hereto  prefixed  is  exe¬ 
cuted. 

+  Sabfpe  leatcs  rcfurreilionis,  hie  qutefeit  D.  Dune  anus  Liddelus  Doctor  Medtcus ,  jo.  Liddell  Civis 

Aberdon.  Filius.  Oliit  17 mo.  Decembr.  anno  MDCXIII.  JEtatis  fucs  LII - JEterncs  memoria  D. 

Duncani  Liddell  Do£l.  Medici ,  quern  virtue  nafeentem  excepit,  recondita  in  Medicine  et  omnibus  Philofo- 
phite  ac  Mathefeas  partibus,  peritia  natum  excoluit,  Liberalitas  fupra  csquales  extulit,  cui  annuum Jlipendium 
deletpublicus  Mathefeus  in  Academia  Abredonefi  Profejfor ,  viQumqne  ejufdem  Academics  fex  AlumnL 

Fama  pojlhuma  meritorum  perpetua  teftis . 

M.  H.  D.  C. 

*  Anno  a  Glri/lo  nato  MDCXIV.  authoritate  Regis  Ordinumque  Regni ,  hanc  Viliam  agrofque  cle 
Pitmedden fex  alunmis  Liter  arum  Studio/is  in  academia  Abredonenfi ,  dicavit,  cofrmavitq;  Duncanus 
Liddelius  Medicines  Dottor, 


Sic  lux  vejlra  luceat. 


(  1  ) 

Dr  Liddel,  having  never  been  married,  left  the  remainder  of  his  for¬ 
tune  to  his  bi  other  John  Liddel,  and  a  Sifter,  both  of  whom  had  child¬ 
ren,  31  and  fome  of  whofe  dependents  are  ftill  alive  in  Aberdeen.  One 
fon  of  his  brother  John  is  well  known  to  have  fucceeded  Dr  William 
Johnfton,  in  the  mathematical  chair  endowed  by  his  uncle;  but  the 
young  man  having  aded  imprudently,  was  according  to  the  author  here 
referred  to,  molt  unjuftly  deprived  of  his  office  3h 

Of  the  wiitings  of  Dr  Liddel,  the  following,  whereof  the  greater  part 
is  ftill  pieferved  in  the  Library  of  IMarifehal  College,  Aberdeen,  to  which 
he  bequeathed  his  Looks  and  MSS.  are  all  that  can  be  difcovered. 

i.  Difput  ationum  Medicinalium  Duncani  Liddelii  Scoti,  Phil .  &  Med.  Doc¬ 
tor  is,  ct  Profejforis  Publici  in  Academia  JULIA .  Helmaftadii  1605. 

T.  iiis  woik  confifts  of  four  volumes  in  4X0.  of  Thefes  maintained  by  him- 
feh  and  his  pupils  at  Heim  ft  ad  t  from  1592  to  1606;  among  others  is  that 
written  by  him  upon  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  fubjed  is  “  de 
Melancholia,  and  it  is  dedicated,  in  teftimony  of  his  efteem  and  gratitude, 
to  the  two  bi  others  a  Nolden  formerly  mentioned.  To  the  firft  volume  is 
prefixed  an  affectionate  dedication  to  his  old  friend  and  firft:  patron  Dr. 
Craig,  in  which  he  thankfully  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  him,  and 
begs  his  acceptance  of  the  firft  fruits  of  his  medical  ftudies.  Annexed  to 
thele  Thefes  are  alio,  in  thefafhion  of  the  times,  a  number  of  poems  in 
praife  of  Dr  Liddel  and  his  works,  by  his  colleagues  and  pupils,  of  which 
thefe  few  verfes  will  afford  a  fufficient  fpecimen.  *  In  thefe  Difput ations 
appear  to  be  contained  the  firft  fketches  of  all  his  medical  writings,  which 
having  afterwards  correded  and  enlarged,  he  publifhed  feparately  under 
a  different  form.  They  are  full  of  MS.  notes  written  by  his  own  hand. 
Another  edition  of  thefe  Difputations  appears  to  have  been  publifhed  after 

the 

*  <(  Te  Brucaus  amalat,  coluit  Dudlthius,  Braha 
Demiraiur  acumen  genii  Scotigenoe  inclytus. 

t(  Te  vero  D uncane,  aternum  JULIA  amabit, 
i(  JEkrnafq ;  tibi  dccern'it premia  laudes. 
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the  author’s  death,  and  is  quoted  bylMangetus  under  the  following  title. 

a  Unfaerfa  Medicines  Compendium ,  quod  nervofis  aliquot  Difputationibus  in  illu - 
Jlri  Julia  quondam  inclufit  D.  Liddelius  Scotus ,  &c.  Helmajladii  1720.”  4 to.  3J. 

2.  Ars  Medica,  fuccindle  et  perfpicue  explicata ,  auciore  Duncano  Liddelio 
Scoto.  Hamburgi  1607.  8 vo. 


This  work  is  dedicated  to  King  James  the  Vlth,  and  was  perhaps  pub-, 
lilhed  under  the  author’s  own  infpedion,  upon  leaving  Helmftadt  in 
this  very  year.  It  coniifts  of  five  books. 

Lib .  1.  Intro  duel  10  in  tot  am  Medicinam,  Cap.  4. 

2.  De  Phyfiologia,  Cap.  15. 

3.  De  Pathologia,  Cap .  14. 

4.  De  Signorum  Dodlrina,  Cap.  10. 

5.  De  Pherapeutica ,  Cap.  24. 

Another  edition  of  this  work  was  published  at  Lyons  1624  in  4to.byLu- 
dovicus  Serranus  phyfician  there,  who  in  a  fhort  preface,  finds  much  fault 
with  the  incorrednefs,  inelegance,  and  what  he  calls  of  that  of 

Hamburgh,  and  boafts  of  having  greatly  improved  it.  Upon  comparing 
it  however  with  the  former,  and  even  a  later  Hamburgh  edition,  there 
appears  no  other  improvement,  than  his  having  reduced  the  work  from 
five  books  into  four,  by  throwing  the  two  firft  into  one,  under  the 
general  title  of  Phyfiologia  if.  A  third  edition  of  the  Ars  Medica  was 
publilhed  at  Hamburgh  1628,  nmo.  by  Frobenius  a  bookfeller  there, 
with  a  dedication  to  Dr  Patrick  Dun,  principal  of  the  Marifchal  College 
of  Aberdeen,  to  whom  he  acknowledges  great  obligations,  for  having  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  a  copy  enlarged  and  correded  in  the  author’s  own  hand 
writing.  To  this  edition  is  alfo  prefixed  the  letter  from  Cafelius  to  Dr. 
John  Craig  fo  often  quoted,  and  which  is  dated  at  Helmftadt  in  May 
3607.  Frobenius  makes  no  mention  of  the  edition  of  Serranus. 

3- 


i  Serranus  (hews  a  great  veneration  for  his  author,  and  miftaking  his  chriftian  for  his  frname, 
calls  him  “  Z)««canus  in  arte  medica  verc  can  us,  et  Medicomm  ncjlri  Seeculi  De  CAN  us”.  He 
alfo  pays  him  his  tribute  of  poetical  praife. 

“  Gente  Caledonius  Dune  anus ,  et  arte  Pelafgus  / 

“  Divini  Hippocratic  my  fieri  a  claufa  redudit , 


(  9  ) 

3*  Be  Febribus  Libriiresi  Author e  Duncano  Liddell o  Scoto,  Hamburgi  16  iof 
1 2  mo. 

Dr.  Liddel  dedicates  this  treatife  to  Henry  Frederic,  prince  of  Scotland 
and  Wales,  fon  of  King  James  the  Vlth,  and  fubfcribes  D.  L.  Aberdmenfis 
M.  D.  It  is  alfo  republilhed  by  Serranus  along  with  the  Ars  Mediea ,  Lug- 
duni  1624, 4/0. 

4.  Duncani  Liddelii  Traci  at  us  de  Bente  Aureo,  &c.  Hamburgi ,  ex  Biblioth • 
Frobeniana  1628,  nmo. 

As  the  fubjed  of  this  treatife  is  perhaps  not  generally  known,  and  is 
fomewhat  curious,  the  following  fhort  account  of  it  may  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable.  Jacobus  Horftius,  dodor  and  profeflbr  of  medicine  in  the  Acade¬ 
mia  Julia,  at  the  fame  time  with  our  author,  publifhed  a  truly  ridiculous 
performance,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  emperor  Rudolphus  the  fecond  •  3S 
in  which  from  ocular  infpedion,  and  by  many  learned  arguments,  he 
endeavours  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  a  popular  ftory  then  current,  of  a 
poor  boy  of  Silefia,  who  at  feven  years  of  age  having  loft  feme  of  his  teeth, 
his  parents  were  aftonilhed  at  the  appearance  of  a  new  one  of  pure  gold. 
Horftius  ferioufly  looks  upon  this  wonderful  tooth  as  a  prodigy  fent  from 
heaven  to  encourage  the  Germans,  then  at  war  with  the  Turks :  from  it 
foretells  the  future  vidories  of  the  Chriftians,  with  the  final  deftrudion 
of  the  Turkifh  Empire  and  Mahometan  faith,  and  a  return  of  the  golden 
age  in  1600,  preparatory  to  the  end  of  the  world.  This  wretched  per¬ 
formance  Dr.  Liddel  takes  the  trouble  to  refute,  as  he  fays,  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Academia  Julia ,  and  becaufe  the  reveries  of  his  colleague  were 
obtaining  too  much  credit  in  that  ignorant  age.  He  appears  however 
alhamed  to  treat  the  fubjed  ferioufly,  but  employs  the  powers  of  irony 
and  ridicule  againft  his  unfortunate  opponent  with  much  fuccefs.  He 
fays,  he  fhould  as  foon  believe  that  the  whole  body  of  the  boy  was  made 
of  gold  as  one  of  his  teeth,  talks  of  idle  dreams  and  old  women’s  tales, 
and  hints  that  the  brain  of  a  certain  perfon,  whom  for  the  fake  of 

C  his 
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his  reputation,  he  is  unwilling  to  name,  would  require  a  little  hellebore,  f 

There  is  alfo  another  work  publiftied  concerning  this  fingular  contro- 
verfy,  by  Ingolftaterus  a  phyfician  of  Nuremberg  36,  who  likewife  com¬ 
bats  the  opinion  of  Horftius,  proving  the  golden  tooth  to  be  monftrous 
and  unnatural,  and  fuggefting  that  it  was  mo  ft  probably  the  work  of  the 
devil.  But  the  impofture,  as  might  be  imagined,  was  foon  after  difco- 
vered  to  be  a  thin  plate  of  gold,  fkiifuliy  drawn  over  a  natural  tooth  by  an 
artift  of  that  country,  with  a  view  to  excite  the  public  admiration  and 
charity. 

5.  Artis  confer vandi  Sanitatem,  Libri  duo ,  a  C.  D.  Doclore  Liddelio  defunc - 
to  delineati ,  opera  &  fludio  D.  Patricii  Dun  fa  M.  D,  &c.  Aberdon'uz  1651, 

1 2  mo* 

In  the  preface  to  this  work,  Dr  Dun,  who  had  ftudied  Phyfic  at  Helm- 
ftadt  under  Dr  Liddel,  fays,  that  having  found  the  MS.  among  his  pa¬ 
pers,  he  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  public  and  his  old  mafter,  to 
complete  and  publifti  it,  or  in  his  own  words,  “  ad  colophonem  perducere , 
&  in  apricum  proferre."  \ 

Of  the  merit  of  thefe  medical  works  of  Dr.  Liddel,  the  author  of  this 
fketch  does  not  confider  himfelf  as  a  proper  judge,  nor  is  it  now  perhaps 
necefiary  that  it  ftiould  be  eftimated  with  much  preclfion.  They  appear 
however  to  contain  the  moft  fafhionable  opinions  and  practice  in  the  me¬ 
dical  art,  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  ;  nor  is  there  almoft  any  difeafe  or 

medical 

f  He  concludes  thus,  u  Hacfunt  pracipua  iftius  Libelli  de  aurco  clcnte  fundament  a :  aetera  enim- 
attingere  nunc  minime  decrevi  :  fed  ut  digniiati  hajus  academies  confulatur,  fer'us  illis  nofris  ifia  ludicra. 
Jblum  mifcere  ;  ac  fimul  al  hujufmodi  fcriptoribus  obnixe  pet  ere,  ut  defmant  fua  fomnia  pro  Oraculis  Inpe- 
rai ori,fummfq?princ ipibus  obtrudere 

1  In  Haller’s  Bibliotheca ,  after  Dr.  Liddel’s  other  writings,  is  mentioned  the  following,  but 
being  anonymous,  cannot  certainly  be  afcribed  to  this  author.  “  Univerfe  Medicines  Synopfis  itt 
tabulis  quatuor  methodice  colleBa .  Item  libri  fex  Qalcni  de  morborum  Id  fymptomalum  differ entiis  d 
cai</ts3fdc.”  Viceties  1595  fob 


medical  fubjedt  then  known,  of  which  he  has  not  treated  in  one  or  other 
of  his  writings.  His  frequent  quotations  from  Hippocrates,  Galen  and 
Ariftotle,  point  out  the  fchool  in  which  he  had  been  educated,  while  thofe 
from  the  Greek  and  Latin  daffies,  fliow  that  their  works  were  alfo  fa- 
miliar  to  him.  But  the  chief  teflimony  in  favour  of  his  writings  is, 
that  befides  receiving  the  diftinguifiied  approbation  of  his  colleagues  and 
contemporaries,  they  are  alfo  mentioned  with  refpeft  by  fucceeding  au¬ 
thors.  f  Of  his  language  it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  Latin  is 
at  leaft  as  pure  as  is  generally  found  among  medical  writers,  and  that  his 
if  yle  is  plain  and  perfpicuous,  and  fometimes  even  elegant. 

Whether  he  publifhed  any  other  works  than  thofe  here  enumerated,  is 
fomewhat  uncertain.  Among  his  academical  Deputations  are  two  or  three 
fhort  Thefes  upon  fubje&s  of  the  Ariflotelian  philofophy  ;  but  nothing  has 
been  found  written  by  him  on  his  favourite  fcience  of  mathematics.  That 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  Tycho  Brahe,  and  paid  him  feveral  vifits* 
has  been  already  obferved,  yet  no  traces  are  now  to  be  found  of  their 
having  correfponded  together,  or  of  any  difpute  between  them  upon  af- 
tronomical  fubjedts. —  There  is  indeed  one  author,  of  whofe  writings  the 
character  and  authenticity  are  perhaps  fomewhat  doubtful,  who  is  very 
decifive  on  this  fubjedf  38.  “Thefe  mathematical  blades,  fays  he,  put  me 
in  mind  of  that  Dodlor  Liddel,  who  for  his  profoundnefs  in  thofe  fciences 
of  fenfible  immaterial  objects,  was  every  where  much  renowned, efpecially 
at  Francfort  de  Main,  Francfort  on  the  Oder,  and  Heidelberg,  where  he 
was  almoif  as  well  known  as  the  monftrous  Bacchanalian  tun  that  ftood 
there  in  his  time.  He  was  an  eminent  profeffor  of  mathematics,  a  dif- 

ciple 

if  Among  others  are  the  following.  Thomqfmus  de  Scriptorllus  id  Liter atis  claris — Herm.  Con - 
ring'd  IntroduBio  in  artem  medicam ,  Hade  1726—pqflim.  In  Cap.  5.  10.  he  fays,  “  Nec  fraudandus 
“  fua  laude  Duncanus  Liddelius,  'Julia  nojlra  decus ,  doBrina  pathologica  ut  compendiofe  ita  fads  exquifite 
•“  expofita — Alb.  Halleri  Bibliotheca  Med.  Prac.  4/0.  Berna  1777  vol.  2.—  Schola  Hippocratica, p£>, 
316,  317.  After  a  full  and  tolerably  accurate  enumeration  of  Dr  Liddel’s  writings,  he  fays  ofth  zArs 
Medica ,  “  Plenum  opus,  quo  prater  phyjiologiam,  patholagia,  therapeutica,  morbi  acapite  ad  calc  em  tradun. - 
« tur,  deniq;  medic ament orum  facultates  &  compofitio ,  viBufq;  ratio.  Ex  veteribus  caterum  collectanea 
«  tradil ”  —Of  the  Treatife  de  Febribus ,  he  obferves,  “ plenum  id  fufum  opus  ad  veterum  faporem,’~.  " 
And  of  that  De  dente  aureo — “  F’-audem  fuijfe,  quam  vir  tiobilis percujjo  juvene  detexerit.  Somtiia  Ja¬ 
cobi  HorJUiy.et  portentum  exfidium  imperii  Turcici  rcfutatP 


39  Montuela 
*voce  Ty.  Brahe • 

4 0  Epift  Af~ 
iron.  Lib  i.p. 
296.  Noriberg, 
1601.  4to. 


41  GaJJendi 
ds  'vita  Tych. 
Brabce  Vol.  4. 
Lib.  4.  Lvgd . 
1658. 


(  «  )  '  |  g.ll| 

ciple  of  the  mod  excellent  aftronomer  Tycho  Brahe,  and  condifciple  of 
that  worthy  Longomontanus  :  yet  in  imitation  of  Aridotle  (whofe  doc¬ 
trine  with  great  proficiency  he  had  imbued)  edeemed  more  of  truth  than 
of  either  Socrates  or  Plato,  when  the  new  dar  began  to  appear  in  the  con- 
fiellation  of  Caffiopseia,  there  was  concerning  it  fuch  an  interlocking  of 
opinions  betwixt  Tycho  Brahe  and  DoCtor  Liddel,  evulged  in  print  to  the 
open  view  of  the  world,  that  the  underdanding  reader  could  not  but  have 
commended  both  for  all,  and  yet  (in  giving  each  his  due)  praifed  Tycho 
Brahe  mod  for  Adronomy,  and  Liddel  for  his  knowledge  above  him  in 
all  the  other  parts  of  philofophy.*’  Upon  what  authority  this  lad  cir- 
cumdance  is  founded,  cannot  be  difcovered,  for  there  is  no  mention  of 
it  in  either  of  the  very  full  accounts  of  the  life  and  writings  of  Tycho 
Brahe,  by  Gaflendi  and  Montuela,  nor  in  a  large  volume  written  by  Tycho 
himfell  concerning  this  new  Star  ;  altho’  he  there  animadverts  at  great 
length  upon  the  opinions  of  many  other  adronomers,  who  had  alfo  treat¬ 
ed  of  it — Nor  could  any  fuch  controverfy  have  poflibly  happened  at  the 
time  mentioned  by  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart,  for  the  new  dar  there  fpoken 
of  was  obferved.  by  Tycho  Brahe  in  1572,  and  the  account  of  it  publifhed 
by  him  in  157339,  when  Dr.  Liddel  was  only  twelve  years  of  age.  There 
is  indeed  in  the  volume  of  adronomical  epiftles  of  Tycho  Brahe, 40  a  long 
letter  from  him  to  his  friend  Rothmannus,  chiefly  filled  with  fevere  re¬ 
flections  upon  the  publications  of  a  certain  Scotfman  againd  his  account 
of  the  Comet  of  1577*  not  of  the  new  dar  in  Cafliopteia  ;  but  it  appears 
from  Gaflendi  that  this  Scottiih  writer  was  Dr  Craig  formerly  mentioned, 
and  not  Dr.  Liddel  41 .  * 

From 

*  We  find  from  this  epiftlethat  the  perfon  who  had  the  courage  to  oppofe  the  Daniih  Aftrono- 
mer  refided  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  title  of  his  laffc  and  principal  work  was — Capnuranhe  reJlinBto , 
feu  Cometarum  in  JEthcrafublimationis  refutatio — Of  this  work  and  its  author  Tycho  fays — “  Isvero 
qui pree  cceteris  nojlrum  in  re  Cometica  Jludium  elrvare  et  oppugnare  attentavit,  Scotus  quidem  natione  fuit, 
Medicimz  Galenic ee  DoBor ,  A  Arijhtelea  Philof ophite  Jupra  moelum  addiBus,  quern  hie  nominare  nolo, 
ejns  honor i parcens.  Visit  quidem  is  genere  nolilis  haberi,  uti  de  feipfo  nonullibi  injinuat,  &c.  .  .  .  Nec  tam 
Scotice  quam  Scoptice  agit  ....  Cum  mult  is  enhn  e  Scotia  oriundis,  tam  doBrina  quam  genere  claris  mihi 
res  fuit,  in  quibus  eximium  candor em pari  humanitate  con]  unci  urn  animadverti ;  quibus  etiam  ingenii  ctjudicii 
acumen  fingxdare  non  defuit.  At,  qui  tarn  ingrato  et  averfo  ammo,  tamq;  petulanti  lingua,  me  ineaq 
dncejferit,  haBenus ftrfi  neminerrA.  Lib,  I.  Epift.  Aftronoxn.  p.  29.6. 


From  the  above  view  of  the  life  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Liddel,  fome 
judgement  may  be  formed  of  his  general  character  and  merits.  It  has 
been  {hewn  that  he  was  well  received  and  patronized  by  the  moft  eminent 
fcholars  in  every  univerfity  where  he  ftudied ;  and  that  in  a  foreign 
country,  without  fortune  or  the  connections  of  family,  he  arrived  at  the 
•higheft  honours  of  his  profeflion,  and  was  diftinguilhed  as  one  of  the  firft 
phyficians  and  philofophers  of  his  time.  He  appears  to  have  always  enter¬ 
tained  a  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  the  favours  conferred  on  him  in  his  youth, 
and  to  have  been  warmly  attached  to  his  native  country  and  his  friends  4h 
That  he  was  alfo  highly  efteemed  and  beloved^ by  them,  is  evident  from 
the  Garmina  Encomiaflica  addreffed  to  him  in  Latin  and  in  Greek,  by  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Academia  Julia  and  others - tho*  it  muft  be 

acknowledged  that  there  is  none  to  be  found  from  the  learned  Profeflbr 
Horftius.  f 

Cafelius  obferves,  that  as  Dr.  Liddel  lived  in  his  houfe  for  feveral  years, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  him,  that  he 
was  of  a  model!  and  agreeable  difpofition,  and  entirely  free  from  envy, 
altho’  by  no  means  infenfible  of  his  own  merit.  The  fame  writer  like- 
wife  informs  us,  that  he  never  fhewed  any  inclination  to  matrimony 
(a  fubjeCt  on  which  he  was  fometimes  rallied  by  his  companions)  f 
and  this  circumliance,  while  it  facilitated  his  departure  from  Ger¬ 
many,  no  doubt  enabled  him  alfo  to  make  the  better  provifion  for  his 
future  fupport  in  his  own  country.  The  exaCt  account  of  his  fortune 

D  cannot 

f  Among  others  are  found  the  following - Jo.  Cafelius  P.  P. — Albertus  Clampim  J.  U.  D, 

P heel.  Adamius  J.  U.  D. —  Henr.  Meilomius  Poeta  Cafarius  Acad.  Julia  Poet.  &  Htjl.  P. 
Joannes  Potinius  Verdenfis — M.  A  damns  Luchtenius — Cornelius  Martinus  Antuerpius  in  Acad.  Julia 
Logices  ProfeJJor — Salomon  Frencelius  in  inclyta  Julia  hQr/.av  Profejfor. 

^  In  a  Poem  addreffed  to  him  by  his  colleague  T.  Adamius,  are  the  following  verfes— » 
Pfuando  tili  tad e  ureniur ,  D uncane ,  jugales  ; 

(Utq  ue  brevi ,  •votis  annual  almus  Hymen )  ' 

Carmina  et  ipfe  canam  ad  grandem  compojla  cotburnum} 

Accerfam  et  cunfios  in  tua  capta  DEOS » 


42  Dedicatio 
ad  Jo.  Craigi- 
um. 


(  14  ) 

✓ 


cannot  now  be  afcertained  ;  it  rnuft  howewrbeea  very  eonfiderable  for 
times,  fince,  befides  his  liberal  donations  to  IVIanfchal  College, 
which  he  mentions  in  his  will  as  only  <l  a  part  of  his  worldly  fubftance” 
he  probably  bellowed  no  (mall  portion  of  it  upon  his  furviving  brother 
and  filter.— But  whatever  fortune  he  may  have  acquired  in  the  exercife. 
of  an  honourable  profeffion,  the  benevolent  purpofes  to  which  he  appli¬ 
ed  it,  will  long  fecure  to  him  rhe  grateful  remembrance  of  his  native  city, 
while  his  writings  and  reputation  as  one  of  the  firft  feholars  of  his  age, 
certainly  entitle  him  to  a  dillinguilhed  place  in  our  Scottilh  Biography. 


fama  p.osthuma  meritorxjm  terpetua  testis. 
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